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ten o'clock at night very happy; and when I asked
Father Brebeuf if he were not glad to have ended
the day so well: ““Ah!” said he, ‘I would come ex-
pressly from France, and cross the great Ocean, to
reclaim one little soul for Our Lord.”

He added that the Father of the child was called ‘‘la
Grenouille’’ [the Frog]. Then I knew him very well,
as a Captain of the Algonquains. He had been to
see us, and I had spoken to him sometimes of God.
I have mentioned him above. It was he who asked
me how many children I wanted, and who was aston-
ished when I replied that we wanted twenty, and
many more [256 i.e., 156] when we should be able to
feed them.

Further, it is very strange how these Savages are
given to drunkenness. In spite of the prohibition of
sieur de Champlain, there is always some one who
trades with them, or who will sell them a bottle now
and then in secret. So that drunkards are continual-
ly seen among them, shouting, fighting, and quarrel-
ing. The Interpreter told me that the Savages of
the tribe to which the prisoner in the fort belonged
who had killed the Frenchman, told him reproach-
fully that it was brandy and not that Savage who had
committed this murder, meaning to say that he was
drunk when he struck the blow. ‘‘Put thy wine and
thy brandy in prison,’’ they say: ‘‘Itisthy drinks that
do all the evil, and not we.”” They believe them-
selves to be entirely excused from the crimes they
commit, when they say that they were drunk. I do
not readily believe [257 i.e., 157] in this, because
they feign this madness very well when they wish to
hide their malice.

To return to this newly baptized child: it died the



